Times may change. But Crewe never forgets. 


Who can forget the Silver Cloud? Certainly not the people who made it. The craftsmen and 
women of Crewe have a special place in their hearts for every car made on what has been 
called ‘the slowest production line in the world’. 

As you may know, from 2003, Crewe will become the exclusive home of Bentley Motors. But 
genuine parts for Rolls-Royce cars built at Crewe between 1955 and 2002 will continue to be 
sold, serviced and supported through your existing Bentley dealerships. 


We think that no-one knows Rolls-Royce Motor Cars better than us, or loves them more. 


Except, perhaps, their owners. 
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Front Cover Photo: 

George & Fiona Forbes (Vic.) would probably have been delighted had their magnificent 1912 Silver Ghost 
(2009) won the EJ. Vidler Shield for Age & Authenticity or the Company Trophy for the Best Restoration in 
the 2003 Federal Concours d'Elegance, or indeed been judged Overall Winner. To have won all three of 
these highly sought after awards was no small achievement. George spent untold thousands of hours, very 
capably assisted by fellow Victoria Branch member Simon Elliott, working on the car after work and at 
weekends to achieve a standard of excellence completely worthy of the memory of Sir Henry Royce. It is 
difficult to capture in a mere amateur photograph the essence of such fine work — one really has to see 
it to fully appreciate it Photograph taken by the Editor at the Federal Concours in York, Western Australia. 


{al The Rolls-Royce badge is a trademark of Rolls-Royce Pic and is used by the Club under licence from Rolls-Royce Plc, Derby, England. 


(Rover) 
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EDITOR 


PRACLARVM 


All views expressed in PRAECLARUM 
are those of the individual writers. 


Lady Penelope’s Rolls-Royce? 


Many members had a go at identifying 
the car illustrated at the bottom of page 
4056 in our last issue. 

One member, in W.A., decided that it 
was “a stretched 2-door Camargue to 4 
doors, with a Corniche roof and Shadow 
grille, bonnet and wheel trims” and asked 
“how did | do?”. Not very well, I’m afraid, 
though perhaps a little better than the 
A.C.T. Branch member who confidently 
ventured that “it is a film prop from the 
‘Thunderbirds’ film, and is Lady Penelope’s 
car”. I’m afraid that won’t do, either! 

The car is in fact a 1971 Phantom VI, 
chassis PRX4643, with cabriolet coach- 
work designed and started by Frua and 
completed some 20 years later by Royle 
Cars Ltd in England. | understand that 
upon completion the Company didn’t like 
it very much and declined to issue the 
customary three-year Guarantee on their 
by then 20-odd-year-old but unused 
chassis! 

The first of several members to get it 
right was Bryan Harper (Vic.), though the 
first to include the chassis number was 
another Victorian member, David Bick. 


coupé completed in 1971. John was one of the members to correctly identify its sister car seen in our last 
issue, the red Frua/Royle cabriolet (PRX4643). See Lady Penelope's Rolls-Royce’, left. 


Halda Speed Pilot 


Victoria Branch members are clearly a 
well informed group because Nick Lang, 
also of that Branch, reveals the purpose 
of the “‘Halda Speed Pilot’ shown on page 
4057. It was, says Nick, “a standard fitting 
on ‘Rally’ cars of the 1960s. Its function was 
to help the navigator keep to an average 
speed for each section. Installing the device 
on the Silver Cloud Ill wouldn’t have been 
easy as they require a seperate speedometer 
drive. Of course it is only speculation, but an 
owner purchasing a Rolls-Royce with ‘Flying 
Spur’ coachwork and installing these acces- 
sories must have been planning some very 
long trips!””. Indeed — or very fast ones. 


Phantom builders. Following the Rolls-Royce Crewe People and Practices pictorial in our February edition 
Lionel Whitehead (U.K) sent this shot from Brian Eagles to remind us that the Company once owned and 
operated other sites than Crewe. It shows Phantom VI limousine coachwork under construction at the 
Mulliner Park Ward coachbuilding division in Willesden, west London in the 1980s. In the foreground Dennis 
Lawes is forming a rear wing over a wooden ‘buck’ while in the background panels are taking shape on the 
main body buck On more than one occasion your Editor has met Dennis Lawes, who started with 
H,, Mulliner & Co. in 1950 when the Editorial Silver Wraith was under construction there, and was thus 
able to recognise him in this photograph. The other craftsrnan in the picture, however, remains unidentified. 


Mistaken identity 


Steve Stuckey (A.C.T.), our resident 
Phantom Ill expert, has written to point 
out that the Pll identified as 3AX83 by 
Ken King in his article A visit to West 
Hoathly Garage in our last issue (P.2-03, 
p.4067) is in fact 3BT35. Steve writes: 
“I saw this car at Jim Denne’s place last year, 
and photographed it. It is a unique Gurney 
Nutting saloon, very low mileage”. Steve 
describes the coachwork shape as 
“wondrous” — very often the case with 
Gurney Nutting’s work. Thank you Steve. 


Having your say 


As we all know, it is equally difficult to 
please all of the people all of the time as 
it is to fool them. Some of the many 
members who responded to my invit- 
ation to express their views on the BMW 
Rolls-Royce and whose letters were then 
not published in our last issue have again 
written, in some cases to take me to task 
for my failure to publish their letters. Fair 
enough. However, two factors need to 
be understood. Firstly, to have published 
them would have taken up an enormous 
amount of space. Secondly, to have used 
that space debating a matter that the 
Federal Council had already resolved 
prior to going to press would have been 
somewhat unproductive. 

As explained by the Federal President 
in the last issue, accepting the BMW 
Rolls-Royce as an eligible motor car in 
the Club required an amendment to the 
Federal Deed under which our Club is 
constituted. That was done at the Federal 
Council Meeting in York, rendering any 
further debate on the car’s eligibility 
somewhat superfluous — hence my 
seemingly unpopular decision not to 
print. However, for an issue that is dead, 


Photograph courtesy of the RoBfeldt 
Archives, http:/Awww.rrab.com 
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Past Federal President George Forbes sent the shot above of the crankcase and crankshaft of his 1912 
Silver Ghost (2009), our front cover car, providing a glimpse of the remarkably fine work that went into the 
restoration. Such projects are rarely carried out in a home garage, which makes it all the more laudable. 
Below: the definitive Rolls-Royce smoothness test. Your Editor was present with his carnera when a coin was 
stood on edge on the radiator while 2009 idled silently. Another coin stood undisturbed on the engine. 


me 


it shows a marked reluctance to lie 
down! 

One point | would like to clear up, if | 
may. It has been widely reported that the 
Federal Council Meeting in York made a 
decision to accept, as eligible motor cars, 
the 2003 and later Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars. 

The issue of car eligibility is deter- 
mined solely by the Club’s Federal Deed. 
The Council, recognising that, carried an 
amendment that concerned only the 2003 
and later Rolls-Royce cars, which are the 
products of a newly created company 
with which our Club obviously had no 
prior constitutional association (hence 
the need for an amendment). Bentley 
cars, of course, continue to be built by 
the Company that produced practically 
every car in this Club and therefore 
remain eligible under the existing provi- 
sions of the Deed. 

Martin Bennett 


Below: fan Irwin (A.C.1) sent this shot, which we 
can safely assume to have been taken in World 
War |, showing, on the right of the picture, what 
might well be a Silver Ghost ambulance. Can any 
reader confirm or refute this, or identify the vehicle 
and/or the location? 


4 


BENTLEY 


Crewe Genuine Parts, Roits-Royce ‘Business as USUAL’ 
But Unper A DirFerent NAME. 


Above: This placard was exhibited by Crewe 
Genuine Parts, the major sponsor of the 2003 
Federal Rally, on the Chellingworth Motors display 
at the Federal Concours in York, WA. and again at 
the Federal Dinner. Showing the Company 
Founders and three Rolls-Royce cars, it reminds us 
of the source of genuine spare parts for past Rolls- 
Royce models. Equally importantly, it leaves no 
doubt that the heritage of past Rolls-Royce motor 
cars continues to reside with their maker at Crewe 
(notwithstanding the Company's recent name 
change to Bentley Motors Ltd and the loss of the 
rights to the Rolls-Royce name to BMW). 
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Silver Ghosts 


Superb, splendid, stately, grand, 
imposing, magnificent, and excellent 
are all fine words, and it is difficult to 
find the correct one to accurately de- 
scribe a Silver Ghost, let alone the 
Concours winning car of George and 
Fiona Forbes. This 1912 Silver Ghost 
chassis number 2009 graces the cover 
of this Federal Rally edition of 
PRAECLARUM, and is a great credit to 
George Forbes who spent an enor- 
mous amount of time and effort to 
bring the car to such a high standard. 
Congratulations to all the winning 
cars and all the fine vehicles that pre- 
sented in York. Again I repeat my com- 
ments from the last issue of 
PRAECLARUM that the Federal Rally 
was an outstanding success. 


Alpine Trial Re-enactment 


Mentioning Silver Ghosts reminds 
us of our fortunate colleagues, who as 
we go to press, are proceeding 
through the Austrian 
countryside and over the challenging 
passes in their Silver Ghosts, as was 
done in 1913 and on subsequent re- 
enactments in 1973 and 1993. 
Australian Club members taking part 
include Malcolm Johns (22NK) with 
Laurie & Coralie Ogle, David & Diana 
Jones (15CW), Con and Nayda Keogh 
(LO6AG), John Matheson & Jeanne 
Eve (S64LK), Graham & Barbara 
Mead (3PK), John & Liz Milverton 
(6TB), Rex & Norah Vincent (123EM), 


beautiful 


while Barry Gillings and Lyel Murrell 
are travelling with an overseas friend. 
Iam sure you all join me in wishing all 
the Australian participants and the 
other Silver Ghosts from all over the 
world a fantastic time. This is what 
motoring and our Club is all about: 
the restoration, preservation and use 
of Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars. 


Club website 


At the Federal Council Meeting in 
York our website administrator Chris 
Gillings, who does a tremendous job, 
was given a modest amount of money 
in order to provide the members with 
a more secure online forum. This has 
been implemented, and I commend 
the Club website to our members for 
their use or another visit. 

The Club website address is: 
hetp://www.rroc.org.au 


Model Registers 


The Registers are working well and 
have been embraced by the members 
with great enthusiasm. I am looking 
forward to attending the ‘Highland 
Fling’ weekend at Bowral with the 
Register for Silver Shadow, Bentley T 
& Derivatives. This is their annual 
technical and social weekend. I would 
like to thank John Begg, who is now 
retiring, for all his hard work on this 
Register. I am very pleased to an- 
nounce the appointment of Nick Lang 
as the new Registrar for this Register 
and wish Nick an enjoyable term. 


‘Chassis Plate’ 


‘Chassis Plate’ 2003 is very close to 
printing. I have requested that this 
edition incorporate Federal Judging 
Guidelines, previous Federal 
Executive, Foundation and Honorary 
Life Members, Club structure, main 
Trophy winners and most importantly 
a Vehicle Identification Number 
explanation. This has meant an in- 
credible amount of extra work for our 
Federal Registrar David Vann, and our 
hard working computer specialist Sue 
Dunstan. 

David worked tirelessly to present 
this substantial edition of ‘Chassis 
Plate’ for the members. 


2004 Federal Rally 


Next year’s Federal Rally under the 
guidance of Victoria Branch President 
Eric Henderson is _ progressing 
smoothly. Because of the large num- 
ber of international visitors and cars 
expected to attend the opportunity ex- 
ists for us to showcase our Club and 
movement. As part of the world tour 
celebrating one hundred years of 
Rolls-Royce a large number of our 
Club members will be able to take part 
as the tour travels through Queens- 
land, New South Wales, the A.C.T., 
and finally into Victoria for the 
Melbourne-based Rally. This is a very 
special event for our Club members. 


Yours in motoring, 
Bryan Inder 


Australian Capital Territory 


The year 2002 marked the twenti- 
eth anniversary of the founding of the 
A.C.T. Branch, and we have certainly 
come a long way since our inception. 
In December we held a wonderful and 
well attended celebratory evening in 
Canberra. To mark the occasion, the 
Federal President, Fred Haughtey pre- 
sented the Branch with a beautiful sil- 
ver platter in recognition of our 
Anniversary which will be presented 
to each incoming President of the 
Branch when they assume Office. 


H PREPORTS 


Appropriately. following our twenti- 
eth anniversary, one of our members, 
Ian Dunn received Honorary Life 
Membership of the Club. Ian has par- 
ticipated in every step of our Branch’s 
development, from its founding to its 
anniversary. He has organised Federal 
Rallies and has held many Federal 
Offices, including that of Federal 
President. He works quietly behind 
the scenes to ensure things get done. 
We all congratulate Ian on his achieve- 
ments and his award. 

Our Branch remains active with its 
monthly meetings and regular events. 


Three events stood out in 2002. 
Firstly our run to the Temora 
Aviation museum in August to see a 
Spitfire and other historic aircraft fly 
was truly memorable, as were the pho- 
tographs taken after the event with our 
British-built, Rolls-Royce-powered cars 
alongside the British-built, Rolls- 
Royce-powered Spitfire. How times 
have changed over the years! Our dis- 
play in December at the Jaguar 
Driver’s Club hosted ‘All British Day’ 
was outstanding, with some 23 cars 
participating with several pre-war cars 
including a Veteran Silver Ghost. 


3-03 


ning of this major event in Australia. 


As always our members also dis- 
played their cars at the A.C.T. Council 
of Car Clubs’ ‘Wheels’ day, ranging 
from a 20/25 to a Bentley Mulsanne 
Turbo, the latter all the way from 
Wagga Wagga. Our Wagga Wagga 
members continue to contribute mag- 
nificently to the Club and their un- 
stinting support adds much to the 
Branch’'s diversity. Bob Clarke in par- 
ticular has done a great job with his 
20 Horsepower, attending several of 
our events, regardless of distance. 

Of course, we're not only a social 
Club. Two cars which have been off 
the road for many years are now back 
in operation. The Branch President's 
Phantom III (3DL150) is once again 
back on the road, as is the Branch 
Secretary's Bentley S1 James Young 
saloon (B488AN). Our challenge for 
the future is to continue to maintain 
and use our vehicles and to restore 
those that are off the road. Many cars 
are dismantled with good intentions 
for comprehensive restoration, but all 
too often the projects fail to find their 
way to completion. 
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Latest update on 2004 Centennial World Tour in Australia 


1) For members with friends, associates or family overseas, interested in bringing their car to Australia for the big Rally, the big 
news is that our recommended freight forwarders, Bechtrans, have been able to arrange a streamlined process for participants to 
import their cars into Australia without them having to worry about bonds, carnets, quarantine requirements, roadworthy certifi- 
cates or road registration. This can be arranged through Bechtrans in Australia, or their consortium partners in the U.S.A., UK. or 
Switzerland. (This is a major breakthrough for this Rally in Australia, as we have had a number of potential overseas participants 
who were very hesitant about bringing their cars here because of the high costs of bonds/carnets, complex documentation and bu- 
reaucracy, doubts about roadworthy certificates, registration, etc.). 


2) In response to enquiries from members who would like to join the official 2004 Centennial World Tour in Sydney, we will be 
offering shortly, a two-night optional package, including the applicable events and car parking, in Sydney, so that members can 
participate in the final events in Sydney of Module 2 (from Queensland to Sydney), before departing from Sydney for the start of 
Module 3 (from Sydney to Melbourne). 


3) The events and accommodation in Australia, have been packaged together as four separate Modules, similarly to the events of 
the International Centennial World Tour in other countries. Accordingly, unlike previous Federal Rallies, options for individual 
events are not available, to ensure we can offer a total rally of international standard, in a manner comparable to those being of- 
fered by our sister clubs overseas. As a matter of interest, we have been advised that the equivalent Centennial World Tour 
‘Overlanders’ in the U.S.A. are over 75% booked, and expected to be sold out very soon. 


4) Fine tuning continues with accommodation, venue and event details , as bookings roll in from both Australia and Overseas for 
this unique event. Please be warned that where there are options, or a number of venues of varying standard (eg accommodation 
in country towns), priority will be given in order of receipt of bookings. Please get your bookings in early to also help our plan- 


5) All members should have received their 2004 Centennial World Tour invitation together with a Supplementary Booking Form 
with their last issue of PRAECLARUM. If you have any queries about the above, or would like more flyers/booking forms, please 
contact Robin Hickman on 03-98723233 or email to mail@rrocavictoria.org.au. The Rally website www.gtaus.com.au/rrocaworldtour 
has been updated also to include all the latest details, costs, options, etc. 


In short our Branch remains strong 
and active, and ready to face the chal- 
lenges of the future. 

Alastair Kinloch. 
Branch President 


New South Wales 


Last July I was most fortunate to be 
elected President and so become part 
of an established and enthusiastic 
Executive and Committee team. All I 
have to do is to co-ordinate, delegate 
then smile, for the majority of the 
team members have years of experi- 
ence with this Branch. 

Judith Merlin (Secretary) and John 
Hiscox (Treasurer) have a wealth of 
knowledge as does David Marshall- 
Martin (Senior Vice-President), David 


Neely (Historian), Stewart Begg 
(Advertising Manager), John Elmes 
(Trophy Master), Chris  Gillings 


(Webmaster) and Geoffrey Boscoe 
(S.H.R.F. rep.). Robyn Henderson con- 
tinues as Events Co-ordinator, 
Margaret Gillings as Editor of our 


Branch newsletter London & Derby. 


Bill Hardman as Membership Officer 
and Allan Simpson as Junior Vice- 
President. New blood was injected 
with David Gore as Technical Officer 
and Virginia Pang as a professional 


Librarian. There are also Lloyd Missen 
and John Begg who are Registrars for 
the Federal Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn 
& Mk VI/R-type and the Silver 
Shadow, Bentley T and Derivatives 
Registers respectively. Finally there is 
Kim Stapleton who has introduced 
judge training and apprentices in 
N.S.W. whilst finalizing his Federal 
Judging Manual & Procedures. 

After forty-seven years of existence, 
this Branch is on ‘cruise control’ with 
its massive number of volunteer hours 
given by so many members over the 
years. This year it was valere to retir- 
ing President Tony Ward, Historian 
Brian Jenkins and Librarian Naelo 
Jenkins. 

We have had a steady positive 
growth in membership and much of 
this can be attributed to the way 
members have embraced the technical 
education seminars, self-help mainte- 


nance days and the Silver Shadow 
Register events. This Branch is also 
participating in more public events 
and last year the Concours d'Elegance 
was successfully held at the Fox 
Studios Complex on their Show- 
ground with public attendance. Other 
public events are the regular NRMA 
Motorfest and the Shannons Eastern 
Creek Display. There has only been 
very small attendance at the All 
British Day displays which will re- 
quire a review. 

At these public events, Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley aficionados always come 
up to our stand, from an ex-Crewe 
Works Director to R.R.E.C. member 
tourists, as well as car owners who 
previously were unaware of knowing 
how to contact the Club and soon 
joined thereafter. An increasing num- 
ber of prospective members are find- 
ing us through the www.rroc.org.au 
website and newspaper anounce- 
ments for these public events. 

Previously the Rolls-Royce & 
Bentley distributor in Sydney handed 
out R.R.O.C. N.S.W. Branch applica- 
tion forms but we all know the politics 
of January 1st, 2003. 

Trivett Classic was appointed in 
Sydney as the new Rolls-Royce dis- 
tributor for Australia. At time of writ- 
ing they have still to establish a 
showroom and receive the Phantom. 
The N.S.W. Branch has warmly wel- 
comed the new distributor and has 
established liaison with the principles 
of the company. 

The popular mainstays are still the 
Overlander to the Federal Rally, mid- 
week runs, the Sir Henry Royce 
Commemoration Run and the occa- 
sional weekends away. Guest speak- 
ers on alternate motor/non-motor 
related topics at the monthly General 
Meetings have shown a marked in- 
crease of attendees; the last couple of 
months have seen over sixty members 
at Meetings. 

Even though the Victoria Branch 
organizers have nearly completed the 
details for the 2004 Tour and Federal 
Rally, N.S.W. members will be encour- 
aged to participate as much as poss- 
ible with the finalizing of the route 
through N.S.W. and with the planning 
of two-day stopover in Sydney. 

Being a third of my way in my two- 
year term as President, J am confident 
that this Branch can offer something 
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for everyone: whether it be literature 
from the re-catalogues library, new 
knowledge from a technical seminar, 
oily hands from a self-help car main- 
tenance day on a hoist, an historic il- 
lumination from a prepared speech or 
the joy from a long distance drive. 

However there are still issues 
which need attention: 

Meeting the needs of regional mem- 
bers; 

Increasing awareness of insurance, 
privacy and copyright issues; 
Financial costs for both London & 
Derby and also for PRAECLARUM: 
Viability of an editorial committee for 
PRAECLARUM; 

The under-use of the R.R.O.C.A. web- 
site; 

Limited communication channels be- 
tween Branches; 

Duplication of resources and activities 
in this Australian Club of only 1,100 
members; 

Lack of professional archiving proce- 
dures; 

Limited donations to the Sir Henry 
Royce Foundation as tax-deductible 
gifts. 

In short, how the N.S.W. Branch 
can contribute more efficiently to the 
R.R.O.C.A. There must be more com- 
munication within Australia for this 
Club to interact within an increasing- 
ly international arena. We will see 
more participation in Rolls-Royce club 
websites around the world, in interna- 
tional tours and National 
Meets/Rallies. One only has to log on 
to the 
www.troc.org.au to observe the inter- 


Technical Forum on 
national questions and answers. 

It is a privilege to be President of 
this Branch and a pleasure to work 
with such dedicated members. 


Jeanne Eve, 
Branch President 


Queensland 


This busy year we have had well at- 
tended functions and have had a lot of 
fun as well as informative runs. Since 
the last Federal Rally in Coffs 
Harbour, we had a run to the 
Kenilworth Cheese Factory and. at 
Tony Lee’s suggestion, there was a 
Black Tie Dinner at Tatts Club to cel- 
ebrate the Queen's Jubilee and the 
delivery of her Bentley. The annual 
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Concours d’Elegance at Ormiston 
House was well organised by Russell 
Leitch, who also organised the judg- 
ing, which we in Queensland choose 
to judge as ‘show and shine’ in our 
classes, to encourage any vehicle to be 
prepared for judging. The All British 
Day was another well attended outing 
thanks to the Hazelhursts, and our 
visit to Victoria Barracks and Museum 
were hosted by member John Wright, 
who made it an interesting day. Our 
AGM was hosted by Bill & Pat Heck, 
whose family have created and run 
the Rocky Point Sugar mill for genera- 
tions. Bill explained and demonstrat- 
ed, in the mill, the electricity co- 
generation plant so important to us all 
in making the best use of our re- 
sources. At that meeting David 
Sheppard stood down from the presi- 
dency for Tony Lee, and the other 
committee members were re-elected 
for a further term. The next run for 
the Branch was to Spring Bluff 
Railway Station, a historic and 
charming site near Toowoomba. The 
Christmas function for 2002 was a 
luncheon at the historic Glengariff 
Estate, near Dayboro, this was well at- 
tended, and the local wines were en- 
joyed of course with our lunch, and 
during the Concours prize giving! 

The new year’s first run was a cir- 
cuitous run to Shorncliffe where we 
were able to enjoy our own creations 
in picnic form! We also introduced a 
‘per car’ run fee and this enables us to 
give free raffle tickets and a good prize 
to add to the days fun. Just before the 
Federal Rally was a run to the 
Toowoomba area to visit Glengallon 
and Talgai homesteads and just at the 
end of March a tour of Mundoolun 
Homestead and Church owned by the 
Fraser family (long term members of 
Queensland Branch). 

In February we enjoyed a technical 
seminar presented by Canadian mem- 
ber Ken Saunders, really valuable in- 
formation on our car electrical 
systems, also a very valuable Register 
day (SW, SD, Mk VI/R) with technical 
information for Sincere 
thanks go to David & Jean Vann, and 
Barry and Steve Sparks for their 
premises and help. David Neely visited 


owners. 


us last year and organised a meeting 
with long term members to assist with 
the forthcoming Club history publica- 
tion. this was very informative. 


Us 


We in Queensland, and also the 
whole country lost Adrian Muller after 
a brief illness, last year, So many Club 
members will always remember the 
Mk VI from Bundaberg with Adrian & 
Colleen nearly always picking up 
longest distance driven to the Rally. 

From an organisational view, our 
Branch is financially well, thanks to 
Russell Leitch. We have had many 
new members join the Branch over the 
year. Our Editor Kerry Moorhouse 
with Wallace, continue the Branch 
newsletter Northern Spirit to keep us 
informed; and we thank our 
Committee for another great year. 


David Sheppard and Tony Lee. 
Branch Presidents (past/ present) 


South Australia 


The Branch’s Annual Dinner and 
Presentation Night was held at The 
Feathers Hotel, Burnside, on Monday 
July 8th, 2002. 

At the Annual General Meeting of 
the Branch held at the Sporting Car 
Club on July 29th. 2002, Sofija Virgo 
replaced Lee Rodda on the Committee. 
I would again like to place on record 
my thanks to all members of the 
Committee for the support, effort and 
time that they have put into making 
this Branch successful. 

At the time of writing we have 140 
members, which is the 
membership this Branch has had to 
my knowledge. 


largest 


Many events were held during the 
year commencing with a run and Jun- 
cheon at the Pretoria Hotel, Mannum 
in September 2002. A number of 
members and their cars took part in 
the Bay to Birdwood on September 
29th, 2002. 

Our weekend event for this year, 
held on October 26th & 27th, 2002, 
saw us travel to Murray Bridge where 
we had morning tea on the banks of 
the River Murray before travelling on 
via the Karoonda Road to Tailem Bend 
then on to Wellington for lunch at 
John & Jenny Ellison's. After lunch 
we went for a scenic tour on the 
Murray in John’s self-built paddle 
wheeler Jumbuck. After our scenic 
tour we travelled on the Wellington 
Ferry across the then 
through Langhorne Creek vineyards, 
Milang. Finnis and Currency Creek on 


Murray. 
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the way to our overnight destination, 
Goolwa. On the trip back to Adelaide 
on Sunday members made their own 
way to Willunga where we had lunch 
at ‘Wingarth House’ before returning 
home. 

Our Christmas Picnic at the fine 
old property ‘Carrick Hill’ was attend- 
ed by the largest number of members, 
guests and cars that we have ever had 
at a State Branch event since I have 
been a member. 

A number of members participated 
in the All British Day. Our next event 
was the Annual Concours d'Elegance 
at the old Goodwood Orphanage. This 
was followed by our first mid-week 
event on Wednesday March 12th, 
2003, when we visited the Engine 
Manufacturing Plant of Mitsubishi 
Motors at Lonsdale. Our next event 
was a run and luncheon at Patricia’s 
Restaurant, Port Noarlunga. 

Our last event before finalising this 
report was our Heritage Day held at 
the National Motor 
Birdwood, on Sunday May 4th. with 
41 cars and 120 persons attending. 
David Forward gave those present an 
insight into all the cars. 

Henry Slater, 
Branch President 


Museum. 


Victoria 


The last year has been an excellent 
year for the Victoria Branch. Attend- 
ance at rallies, meetings and other 
special functions has been excellent, 
mostly, and it is very pleasing to note 
the number of ladies, as well as people 
travelling long distances, regularly at- 
tending our General Meetings. 

Monthly General Meetings have in- 
cluded talks about automatic trans- 
missions by Dino Spourgitis, a talk 
and demonstration of the old church 
organ at St. Peter’s, Toorak by Bill 
Murdoch, a history of gold in Victoria 
by David Bailie, historic buildings in 
Spain by Geoff Down & Robyn 
Riddett, and others. Janis Baker 
spoke at our Annual Ladies’ Night and 
we were also able to welcome to this 
Meeting Jeanne Eve, New South Wales 
Branch President. Nearly all our 
speakers were members of our Club, 
showing the depth of talent and wide 
range of interests that we are blessed 
with, and it is when our own members 
speak that we note the best attend- 


ances. We had another excellent, 
annual, summer, outdoor Meeting at 
Yarra Bend Park, Fairfield. 

The Branch had many successful 
monthly outings including a naviga- 
tion run in the Kilmore area, a very 
special weekend rally in_ the 
Camperdown area visiting the historic 
homesteads where a number of the 
first Rolls-Royce cars in Australia 
resided, a picnic day at Woodlands 
Historic Homestead, our excellent 
Victoria Branch Concours again at the 
Melbourne icon venue Flemington 
Racecourse to further test this venue 
for 2004, an interesting visit with 
lunch to Athol Guy’s (of the ‘Seekers’) 
West Rock Farm, and a sell-out event 
to the historic home of our members 
Peter & Yvette Hiscock at Buninyong 
for morning tea before heading to the 
interesting historic 
‘Narmbool (near Ballarat) for a mag- 


homestead 


nificent winter luncheon — perhaps 
the best ever. 

Robin Hickman. 

Branch Secretary 


Western Australia 


This is my first report to Council as 
President of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ 
Club (Western Australia Branch Inc.), 
since taking over the reins from Brian 
Tilbury. The Branch was handed over 
to me in sound condition. both finan- 
cially and in Membership. It is my goal 
to continue this work. The Branch has 
had some great runs where members 
have been able to get behind the wheel 
of their cars and drive, which shows 
that we are a club that appreciated 
our cars and being able to drive them. 

The major event for the Western 
Australia Branch was the 45th 
Federal Rally held in York from April 
4th - 7th, 2003. A huge amount of 
work was done by my Committee and 
myself to make this a friendly, fun 
Rally that people will remember. 
Special mention must be made of 
Glenice Matthews who worked tire- 
lessly in obtaining substantial spon- 
sorship for the Rally and who looked 
after all the administration detail. 

I am confident it was a memorable 
event and that our Branch will cont- 
inue to be a Club that members can 
be proud of. 

Mick Rust, 
Branch President 


Lean 
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‘Age & Authenticity’ judges Gil Ralph (Vic) and Tom Clarke (U.K) scrutinising 1912 Silver Ghost 2009 while owner George Forbes (Vic) looks a little apprehensive 
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in the background. There was no cause for concern — 2009 took out Age & Authenticity, Best Restoration and Overall Winner! Photo by Chris Gillings (N.S.W). 


BY ALLAN SIMPSON (NS.W,) 


I well remember the unfortunate in- 
clement weather of the morning of last 
year’s Federal Concours d'Elegance at 
Coffs Harbour, walking around the 
Showground as we were, doing our 
best to admire the cars on display 
whilst simultaneously trying to dodge 
the many deep puddles of muddy 
water. It was a source of comfort to 
suddenly find the Western Australia 
Branch’s 


hospitality marquee, 


manned by a team of cheerful and 


enthusiastic W.A. members, who in- 
sisted that my wife Beverley and I 
come in out of the rain to sample some 
of their State’s best cheese, followed 
by our choice of a glass (or two) of red 
or white. 

During our short stay in the tent 
sampling the fine produce of the West, 
the always-affable Mick Rust, and his 
wonderful soul-mate partner, Glenice 
Matthews (affectionately known as 
‘the mechanic’), handed me a colour- 
ful Rally in the Valley brochure and 
asked us to ‘please consider’. As fond 
memories of the very enjoyable 1997 


W.A. Federal Rally in Fremantle came 
flooding back, I replied, “Mate, you 
can count on us being there!” 

The scenario just described was 
thus our introduction to the 
R.R.O.C.A.’s 45th Federal Rally in 
York, Western Australia — and what a 
thoroughly enjoyable Rally it was. The 
anticipated popularity of the event 
was evidenced by an unprecedented 
number of cars from the eastern 
states, and (of course) South 
being either freighted 
across this vast land by rail, or driven 


Australia, 


all the way to York by way of partici- 


3-03 


pating in well-organised Overlanders. 

As we had so very kindly (and com- 
pletely unexpectedly) been offered the 
use of (W.A. member) Lynette Whyte’s 
1963 Silver Cloud III (SCX317) whilst 
we were in the West, we therefore flew 
from Sydney to Perth and return in 
one of Qantas’ ‘silver birds’ — power- 
ed, naturally, by Rolls-Royce engines! 
Our daughter Catherine, a non-Club 
member at this stage (but hopefully, 
one day perhaps...) 
Beverley and me to the Rally, but 


accompanied 


whereas Bev and I went on afterwards 
to take part in the fun-filled Post-Rally 
Tour to the Margaret River region, 
Catherine unfortunately had to return 
to Sydney for her university commit- 
ments. 

Arriving at Perth Airport late in the 
morning of Friday, 4 April, I picked up 
our pre-arranged Hertz rental car —a 
brand new Ford Falcon sedan with 
just 17 kilometres on the odometer. 
Not a Rolls-Royce product, but, for a 
mass-produced family car, not a bad 
sort of vehicle all the same! Exiting 
from the airport car park, we headed 
straight for the Federal Rally venue — 
the historic town of York, Western 
Australia’s first inland settlement. As 
we were enjoying the 90-minute drive 
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1914 Silver Ghost (S4AB) owned by Peter & Robin Briggs (WA.). The lovely, original landaulette coachwork 


is the work of Barker & Co. Lots of wonderfully original detail in evidence, too (inset). 


along excellent roads, a huge tip-truck 
with a trailer approached us from the 
opposite direction. For some inexplic- 
able reason, its driver put the entire 
rig’s many nearside wheels on to the 
unmade verge and literally showered 


our new car with red gravel. Of course 
the inevitable happened: we scored a 
‘bullseye’ on the new windscreen (not 
to mention the paintwork that was 
slightly peppered) and it was at that 
time that I silently gave thanks that 


This magnificent 1912 Silver Ghost (2145) is owned by Bill & Jacqui Hall (N.5.W.) and was exhibited with its particularly fine restoration not quite completed. The 


Barker cabriolet coachwork with, it is understood, some amendments by Roger Fry, is strikingly handsome and delightfully ‘period’. 


Above: Class | winner, 1920 Silver Ghost (51FW) Roger Fry tourer owned by Julian & Cheryl Walthers 
(WA,).. Below: 192! Silver Ghost Cunard tourer (69TE), a recent acquisition of David & Ellen Bailie (Vic). 
Cunard only bodied four Silver Ghosts, of which two, or 50% of the total, were present in York! 
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Above: 1923 Silver Ghost (1 4PK) owned by Laurie & Coralie Ogle (N.S.W) with very eye-catching Barker 
tourer coachwork. Below: W.A. Branch stalwarts Mark & Merilyn Babidge’s 1924 Silver Ghost Martin & King 
saloon (67AU), affectionately known in the family and the Club as ‘Gonzo’. Photos by Chris Gillings (N.S.W). 
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we had left our long wheelbase Silver 
Cloud II (LCB56) back in Sydney. I 
was also most thankful that we were 
not in our Silver Cloud III ‘loan car’ 
when this happened. Unfortunately, 
incidents such as this are not uncom- 
mon on Australian country roads. 

It was a pleasantly warm afternoon 
when we arrived in York and we quick- 
ly found Rally Headquarters — the 
Old Town Hall, which is quite a large, 
Edwardian-style building. The warmth 
of the hospitality of the Western 
Australian Club members that we 
were to experience over the next few 
days became immediately apparent as 
we walked into the building to register 
and collect our Rally ‘goody’ bag. How 
could we resist their offer to purchase 
a couple of well-made business-style 
shirts, complete with embroidered R-R 
logos, a set of good-looking silver and 
gold Rolls-Royce cufflinks. an open- 
weaved summer hat (that was to prove 
most useful) and several raffle tickets 
which gave us many chances to win 
any one of a number of fabulous 
prizes. Unfortunately, we didn’t have 
any of the numbers that were required 
to do so! 

After obtaining appropriate direc- 
tions from the helpful tourism people 
in the Town Hall, we easily found our 
accommodation — ‘Langsford House’, 
a two-storey National Trust classified 
historic house, built in the mid-19th 
Century, and which had been. in more 
recent years, tastefully converted into 
a three-unit bed and breakfast estab- 
lishment. We quickly checked in there 
after making contact with Linda and 
David, the extremely hospitable hosts, 
before going ‘downtown’ to Avon 
Terrace — York's main street — to find 
somewhere to eat. Although it was 
only about 3 o'clock in the afternoon 
(local time), having just flown across 
from Sydney with a time differential 
between there and Perth of two hours, 
to us it was actually 5.00 p.m. and we 
were beginning to feel somewhat hun- 
gry! 

Upon entering one of the little cafés 
in town, it didn't take us long to start 
catching up with old friends. Friendly 
and familiar faces were everywhere, 
both in the café and quietly strolling 
along the footpath outside. It’s amaz- 
ing how, with some interstate people 
especially, we only see each other 
once a year (and, sometimes, not even 


3-03 4093 


1912 Silver Ghost tourer (2009) owned by George & Fiona Forbes (Vic.). The Roi 
des Belges style coachwork is one of two built by Eric Rainsford for this and chassis 
!853E in the late 1960s. George's restoration is nothing short of magnificent. 


The OVERALL WINNER of the 
2003 Federal Concours d'Elegance: 


1912 Silver Ghost 2009 


Above: on the firewall in the driver's compartment we see, from left to right, the 
air pump to pressurise the petrol tank for starting, the box which houses the 
ignition trembler coil and, to the right of the steering column, the CAV switchbox. 
The chassis plate on top of the trembler coil box is a duplicate of the one on 
the outside of the firewall (right) and is of a design that emerged very early in 
the marque’s history and which, with quite minor variations over the years, 
became an important hallmark of authenticity of every Rolls-Royce car since. 


Below: George has a period electric 
lighting set for the car in addition to the 
superb acetylene set worn at the Rally. 4 ea i ; — oe 


* 
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The Roaring Twenty 
GYK82 


from Sydney to York, W.A. 


What preparation did you do? 
I just oiled it and filled it with fuel. 


And the servicing en route? 


Any difficulties? 


There were two minor problems: 


as frequently as that), but we never- 
theless manage to pick up just where 
we left off before — notwithstanding 
the fact that we're all at least a year 
older! (Well, even if ‘they’ are a year 
older, somehow I don’t ever seem to 
be!). The camaraderie that we experi- 
ence among the membership of our 
great Club is, to me, a truly wonderful 
thing. 

Although there had been, earlier in 
the day, woodworking demonstrations 
organised for the men, and a lun- 
cheon incorporating a Liz Davenport 
fashion parade for the ladies, our fam- 
ily’s first function was attending the 
welcoming cocktail party, held as it 
was amidst a large number of classic, 
vintage, veteran and racing cars and 
other interesting automobilia in the 
York Motor Museum — a perfect back- 
drop for a car club function, courtesy 
of the proprietor, well-known Western 


Our intrepid reporter J. Eve was in 
York to interview John Matheson after 
his drive across the Nullarbor Plain 
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Why did you choose to drive the 20 h.p.? 
This car was recently mechanically restored by Shawn Brown and the bodywork by David Peterson, who are both in 
Sydney and so is in excellent condition. It had already been trialled in the R.R.E.C. Malaysian Tour in 2001 and so I 
thought it would cross Australia with no problems. It was a challenge. 


12 m.p.g. even when travelling too lean. 


What mechanical problems did you have? 


Australian R.R.O.C.A. member and 
former motor racing driver, Peter 
Briggs. Among the interesting collec- 
tion of vehicles housed in the museum 
were a number of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars from a variety of 
eras. For that night, the permanent 
exhibits had been augmented by the 
display of a couple of beautifully pre- 
sented Silver Ghosts that were to be 
entered in the following day's 
Concours d'Elegance. 

During this function and as the 
evening wore on, unexpected rain, 
which was quite heavy at times, justi- 
fiably caused some anguish among 
the Rally organisers. After enjoying 
drinks, finger food and the fellowship 
of Club members from every Branch 
throughout Australia — and indeed 
the U.K. and U.S.A., 
speeches, which were unfortunately at 


welcoming 


times a little hard to hear because of 
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There was no trouble and all I did was two routine oil changes and more frequent oiling. The water never needed top- 
ping up and I only once topped up with oil between the two changes. I paid particular interest to oiling the kingpins. 


The car went well. The fuel consumption was high despite me fiddling with the carburetter but it never changed from 


the rain on the roof and perhaps a less 
than state-of-the-art public address 
system, were nevertheless made by 
(then) Federal President Fred 
Haughtey, Rally Directors Mick Rust 
and the delightful Glenice ‘the mech- 
anic’ Matthews, museum owner Peter 
Briggs, and Denese Smyth, a delight- 
ful lady from the York Tourist Bureau. 

Much to the relief of the Rally 
organisers, the next day, Saturday 
April 5th, dawned magnificently. 
Fortuitously, throughout the night, 
the rain had completely disappeared 
and we were presented with nothing 
but blue skies. Beverley, 
Catherine and I arrived at Avon Park, 


clear, 


venue for the all-important Concours 
d'Elegance, at around 10 o'clock and 
what a sight we beheld! Amongst the 
towering native eucalyptus trees that 
line the picturesque River Avon and 
are also clustered throughout the 
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1) The throttle rod bent when entering the Balladonia Roadhouse due to the connection going behind top dead centre 
and pushing the wrong way. This was partly from worn bushes in the connection and partly because the rod had been 
shortened. This was quickly fixed by straightening the rod, braising the section of a car radio aerial for reinforcement 
and loosely wiring the rod so it could not go behind top dead centre. 

2) At the end of the trip. the cork clutch on the starter motor oiled up, as they usually do, and failed to engage. This 
was easily solved by using the crank handle. 


What were the highlights of the trip? And of the 20 h.p.? 

The Bunda Cliffs on the Nullarbor are always spectacular and the boat cruise around some of the islands in the 
Recherche Archipelago. Esperance was delightful especially with the marine wildlife there. Finally, the welcome dinner 
hosted by Mick Rust and the R.R.O.C.A. W.A. Branch when we all arrived in York was terrific. 

With the car, we only put the hood up on a couple of days as protection from the hot afternoon sun. When it rained, 
we kept the hood down and stayed dry provided we were moving. 


How would you advise others on a similar drive? 

Travelling in the company of seventeen other cars was fun. In general there were few problems and we were always 
able to help each other. The daily distances of up to 500 km. was too long for the 20 h.p., even with Jeanne sharing 
the driving. An ideal distance would be about 300 km. daily. 


Would you cross the Nullabor again? 
Yes, but in the company of cars travelling at equivalent speed. Having to leave early every morning and arriving tail 


end Charlie wears you down after a while. 


What did you enjoy the most about this trip? 
Being able to drive 3,000 miles across Australia then winning the Class 3 (20 h.p. & 20/25) Concours d’Elegance 
award at the Federal Rally in York. 


POSTSCRIPT. GYK82 returned home in Concours condition by rail and truck. This was John and Jeanne’s third 
crossing with previous ones being in 1997 with the 1967 Phantom V. 5VF159 and then again in 2001 in the 1955 


Bentley S Type drophead coupé, B364AN. 


large, well-kept park. were literally 
dozens of magnificently prepared 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars. 
The vehicles which had been entered 
for concours judging had been set 
apart from the others in an area clos- 
est to the river, whilst all the non-con- 
cours entrants were put on display, 
either angle-parked in a very impress- 
ive long line on the opposite side of the 
park, or together in other groups 
under the shady trees. 

The judges, all wearing their easily 
distinguishable and very professional- 
looking white dustcoats, worked effi- 
ciently in a quiet area, far from the 
madding crowd. It appeared that on 
this occasion, rather than the judges 
inspecting the cars where they had 
been parked, the cars were taken to 
the judges where they meticulously 
examined every aspect of the inside 
and underneath of each vehicle that 


had been entered. There is little doubt 
that due to the extremely high stand- 
ard of each car that was presented, 
the judges’ onerous task of deciding 
who would ultimately be winners of 
the major trophies would have been 
quite difficult. 

As the ambient temperature slowly 
climbed throughout the day we appre- 
ciated the endless supply of cool 
drinking water that was freely avail- 
able in one of the Club’s marquees, 
thereby ensuring that nobody dehy- 
drated. Morning tea and luncheon 
was served over extended periods from 
this general area, with the result that 
the often-experienced queues at 
Federal Rallies were kept to a mini- 
mum. After our family obtained our 
very tasty chicken and salad lunch 
from the tent, we found a shady spot 
in the rotunda in the middle of the 
park where we ate our meal in the al- 


Jeanne Eve, 
April 17th, 2003 


ways-enjoyable company of Edith and 
Theo Nelson (Vic.). 

Just after lunch most people pre- 
sent were completely surprised when 
the new Rolls-Royce Phantom — 
(please note that I was careful not to 
describe it as the Rolls-Royce new 
Phantom), which was driven by Tony 
Gott from ‘the New company’, sudden- 
ly, and very silently, made its impos- 
ing way across the park's green lawn. 
One would be hard-pressed to think of 
a car in recent times that has ever 
caused so much controversy among 
motoring aficionados, not only prior 
to, but also following, its release. 
From a purely personal point of view, 
may I just say that from the moment 
when I actually saw this immense car 
for the first time, looking resplendent 
in its impeccable livery of Black Kirsch 
and complementary black leather up- 
holstery, I was immediately convinced 
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that this new model car would uphold 
the (almost) century-old Rolls-Royce 
tradition of excellence. After we had all 
experienced an opportunity of closely 
examining this very imposing vehicle, 
which had been especially flown from 
England to Australia for the Federal 
Rally still bearing the long British 
number plates ‘RRO3 ONE’, it was 
most interesting to take a ‘straw poll’ 
of members’ impressions. It very 
quickly became apparent that this 
new-model car had completely polar- 
E Bx we 7 See ised the people: they had either imme- 
Paul & Dorothy Hesse (N.S.W,) brought their Phantom | (2LC) from Sydney for the Rally. Originally delivered diately liked it (such as I had done), or 
in May 1926 with saloon coachwork by Flewitt, 2LC was rebodied quite early in the life of the chassis with else they hadn't. Curiously, these 
this roomy and luxurious limousine by James Young. views were by and large quite definite 
and during my conversations there 
seemed to be little room for any com- 


promise of respective opinions. 
Perhaps the passage of time might 


» MS Peg inh pi » i = serve to modify people’s views about 

AN Lil o dee t : = | this revolutionary car. 
Rec * : 4 2 ‘i ; an Pr) i That night we attended the nearby 
‘Balladong Farm’ in anticipation of en- 
joying what was described in the Rally 
Handbook as being “...a fun evening 
amongst the hay bales for a return to 
the good old carnival days of a rural 
agricultural show”. We were not dis- 


appointed! Set in expansive grounds, 
this 1849 National Trust-listed 
country property did indeed provide a 


Mark & Merilyn Babidge (WA,) brought their 1927 Phantom | (69EF) to York. Swift and powerful, it is also 
not lacking in the looks department, thanks to Roger Fry's tourer coachwork. 


perfect backdrop for our ‘fun evening’ 
which included trying our hand at 
various stalls along ‘sideshow alley’, 
experiencing hair-raising rides in a 
simulator, displaying skills at a shoot- 
ing gallery and, of course, sampling 
that ubiquitous fairground staple — 
fairy floss! When it was time to eat, we 
were all served with ‘Phantom-sized’ 
— (that means very large) — ham- 
burgers with all the trimmings, wash- 
ed down with our choice of red or 
white wines or soft drinks, all enjoyed 
during the balmy night seated at out- 


A very slightly later Phantom | (7 | UF) is WA. members Brian & Maria Tilbury's 1927 car. Like 69EF further  Goor tables under the stars. After our 
Roger Fry, seen here with full weather equipment in place. meal and with a minimal amount of 
5 ay Vea ea a ok oe tuition, most of us took up the chal- 
lenge to learn and take part in some 
boot skootin’ and square dancing in 
the hayshed to the tunes of an excel- 
lent Australian bush band. 
The following day — Sunday, par- 


ticipants were offered a plethora of 


1927 Phantom | (48UF) owned by Val Keogh (WA.). The rakish coachwork is one of Roger Fry's earlier 
efforts, based on the ‘Ascot’ phaeton more usually associated with the Springfield PI chassis. 


activities, which included taking joy 
flights in Tiger Moths, gliding, sky- 
diving (I don’t think too many of our 
members braved this extreme activity, 
which consisted of doing a $245 tan- 
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Another Roger Fry re-body is Rally Director Mick Rust’s 1929 Phantom I! (61W4}), the earliest chassis of that model in the Club. The boat-tail tourer coachwork is 
relatively light which, together with the power and torque of a Pll chassis in good fettle, makes for impressive performance. The other Rally Director, Glenice 
Matthews, is usually to be seen beside Mick when the Pil comes out. 


dem jump with an experienced para- 
chutist) — or, perhaps more realisti- 
cally for our average and somewhat 
pedestrian Club members, walking 
tours around the town of York and 
self-drive tours around the district. 
Having experienced enough excite- 
ment at the bush carnival during the 
previous evening — | think I was still 
recovering from the many rides in the 
simulator — my family and I opted to 
do a drive around the district, which 
proved to be very pleasant and ex- 
tended as far as Perth. For the techni- 
cally inclined people, there were also 
tech sessions held in York at the im- 
maculately presented Mark’s Work- 
shop. These always-popular and 
informative sessions covered a variety 
of subjects that ranged from radiator 
care to the use of computers to pro- 
vide information for car maintenance. 

That evening, everybody dressed in 
their finest for the formal Presentation 
Dinner, which was held in the Old 
Town Hall. Pre-dinner drinks and 
canapés were enjoyed in an area im- 
mediately outside the main hall before 
the doors were opened just after 7.30 
p.m. to allow us admittance into what 
had, earlier in the day, been deftly 
transformed into quite a delightful 
dining setting, with circular tables 
arranged under the hall’s architec- 
turally interesting high ceiling with its 
exposed trusses. Such a large gather- 
ing of people, dressed as they were in 
their formal attire, blended nicely into 
the Edwardian atmosphere of this 


well-maintained 1913 building. The 
substantial and quite delicious dinner 
was quietly and efficiently served 
throughout the night by a bevy of 
waiters, many of who had come all the 
way from Perth. 

During the meal a number of short 
speeches were made and these includ- 
ed a big ‘thank you’ to Denese Smyth 
and her team from the York Tourist 
Bureau (all of whom went out of their 
way to assist the Club, in every way 
possible, to stage a successful Rally), 
a farewell from outgoing Federal 
President Fred Haughtey who intro- 


duced Bryan Inder (N.S.W. Branch) as 
the new Federal President, and 
speeches by those larger than life 
Rally Directors, Mick & Glenice, both 
of whom, by their great efforts, won 
the enduring affection and admiration 
of every participant. 

The highlight of the event was, as 
always, the Presentation of Trophies, 
with the owners of the many magnifi- 
cent Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars that 
had been meticulously prepared for 
judging at the concours being justly 
rewarded for their great efforts. 
Congratulations are surely well de- 


Exhibited by owner Roger Fry (WA) in unabashedly unrestored condition was this 1934 Phantom Il 


Windovers limousine (142SK). To see so original a car is a valuable object lesson. Photo by Chris Gill 
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Above: 1934 20/25 (GSF5/), a pretty sports saloon by Hooper owned by Martin Van Koldenhoven (WA,). 
Below: 1935 20/25 (GEH37) owned by Arthur & Jenny McComb (WA\). Interestingly, the coachwork, also 
by Hooper, is of the igen? type with fully opening roof above the lis xed side windows. 
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Above & left) 1936 20/25 (GBK58) owned by Ken 
Robins (S.A.). These close-coupled small horse- 
power saloons are always appealing, and this nice 
original Hj. Mulliner sports saloon is certainly no 
exception. Lovely original-looking interior, too, 


served for George & Fiona Forbes and 
their superb 1912 Silver Ghost (2009) 
taking out the top prize for being the 
Overall] Winner at this year’s Federal 
Rally, as well as winning the coveted 
Vidler Shield and Company Trophy. 
The night concluded in a novel man- 
ner by the Rally being “hammered out’ 
by the hundred or so people present 
banging small metal plates that were 
on each table, together with little 
hammers that were also supplied for 
the occasion. The cacophony thus cre- 
ated within the walls of the Old Town 
Hall would have surely woken most of 
York’s inhabitants — the deafening 
noise extending even perhaps to those 
resting eternally in the dead centre of 
town! 

As the saying goes, ‘All good things 
must come to an end’. And so it did 
the following morning at the Farewell 
Breakfast in the Old Town Hall where 
most of the participants enjoyed a 
hearty breakfast that was served over 
a two-hour period, before they started 
their engines and began heading off in 
all directions. Many of those present 
though, including Beverley and I, then 
commenced ‘Phase Two’ of our 
Western Australian adventure by join- 
ing a large cavalcade of cars embark- 
ing from York on the ‘Valley to the 
Capes’ Post-Rally Tour. But then, 
that’s another story ... ! 

Organising any Federal Rally to en- 
sure its success is always entirely de- 
pendent on a team, many of whom 


— 


3-03 4099 


There were only 492 Wraiths built, of which three were present at this Rally The Best Pre-War Car winner, 1938 Wraith 
(WXA68), has razor-edge ‘High Vision’ saloon with division coachwork by HJ. Mulliner. It is owned by Barry & Dorothy Ryle 
(WA.). Note the Perspex panel over the windscreen and ‘half-frame’ doors with slim chrome-plated brass window frames. 


1939 Wraith (WHC72) owned by Steve Weeks (WA.). The H,). Mulliner coachwork, though similar to that 
of WXA68, is in fact a sedanca de ville. Being a sedanca, the front door windows are frameless above the 
glass, while the rear door windows have integral painted frames, unlike the ‘half-frame’ doors of WXA68. 


ei 


WXA68: the ‘kneeling’ Spirit of Ecstasy was 
optional (and usual) on the Wraith. 


ae Nt - j : 1 ay — : bs ve Left & below: David Heuzenroeder (S.A.) is now 
ty a saaaret  ae ae ee aie: Bip vorsaume the owner of this lovely 1939 Bentley 4'/ Litre 
(BI99MX). The 'M’ series chassis is of the high- | 
# 'y desirable overdrive type, while the replica 
@ coachwork by North Stables is in the equally 
desirable style of Vanden Plas. Winner of Class 5 | 
in the Concours. 
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2003 Federal Concours d'Elegance 
York, April 5th 


Class Winners 


Class 1 Silver Ghost 
(Trophy presented by the Silver Ghost Association) 


Julian Walters (W.A.) 1920 Silver Ghost 
Roger Fry tourer, 51FW 


Class 2 Phantoms | & Il No entries 


Class 3 Twenty & 20/25 John Matheson (N.S.W.) 1926 Twenty 


Martin & King roadster, GYK82 


Class 4 25/30, Phantom Ill, Wraith Not awarded 


David Heuzenroeder (S.A.) 1939 Bentley 4'/: Litre 
North Stables tourer, B199MX 


Class 5 Derby Bentley 


Class 6 Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn, Phantom IV 
(Trophy presented by the New South Wales Branch) 


David Jones (Vic.) 1954 Silver Dawn, SOG36 


Class 7 Bentley Mk VI & R-type Shirley Smith (W.A.) 1951 Bentley Mk VI 


James Young saloon, B14LJ 


Class 8 Silver Cloud, Bentley S Series, Phantom V Greg Lewis (W.A.) 1963 Bentley S3, B134DF 


(The Silver Cloud Trophy) 


John Burns (W.A.) 1971 Silver Shadow, SRH11408 


Class 9 Silver Shadow, Bentley T Series & derivatives 
(The Silver Shadow Trophy) 


Alan Dixon (W.A.) 1983 Silver Spirit, ASD06783 


Class 10 Silver Spirit. Bentley Mulsanne & derivatives 
(The Silver Spirit Trophy) 


work ‘behind the scenes’ in relative Our next PRAECLARUM Editor, David Neely (N.S.W), getting a spot of practice! Photo by Chris Gillings. 


anonymity. Such was certainly the 
case with this Rally hosted in York by 
the Western Australian Branch. I can 
only conclude by saying that they had 
a first-grade team who worked incred- 
ibly hard to ensure that we all enjoyed 
a memorable time. If, at some time in 
the future, Mick, Glenice or any of the 
other members of the W.A. team 
broaches with me the subject of my 


“Ge = . 


possible attendance at their next 
Federal Rally, Ill certainly be once 
again saying. “Mate, you can count on 
us being there!”. 


More Rally photos on the following pages 


Photographs by the Editor except 
where otherwise acknowledged 
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Special Awards 


Australian Coachwork Trophy 
for the best car with Australian-built coachwork 


Post-War Coachbuilt Trophy 
for the best post-war coachbuilt car 


Sir Henry Royce Foundation Trophy 
for excellence following the ideals of Sir Henry Royce 


Frank Cove Trophy 
for the most significant contribution to the organisation of 
the Federal Rally 


Not awarded 
Shirley Smith (W.A.) 1951 Bentley Mk VI 
James Young saloon, B14LJ 


Eric & Beryl Rainsford (S.A.) 


Mick Rust & Glenice Matthews 


Major Trophies 


Bentley Trophy 
for the best Bentley 


Best Pre-War Car 
(presented by R.A. McDermott & Co.) 


Best Post-War Car 
(The York Motors Trophy) 


The Company Trophy 
for the Best Restoration of the Year 


E.J. Vidler Shield 
for Age and Authenticity 


Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd Trophy 
for the best car in the Masters Class 


Overall Winner 
of the Concours d’Elegance 


Jim Keogh (W.A.) 1957 Bentley S1, 
Roger Fry drophead coupé, B464EG 


Barry & Dorothy Ryle (W.A.) 1938 Wraith 
H.J. Mulliner saloon with division, WXA68 


David Jones (Vic.) 1954 Silver Dawn, SOG36 
George Forbes (Vic.) 1912 Silver Ghost 
Rainsford Roi des Belges tourer, 2009 


George Forbes (Vic.) 1912 Silver Ghost 
Rainsford Roi des Belges tourer, 2009 


No entries 


George Forbes (Vic.) 1912 Silver Ghost 
Rainsford Roi des Belges tourer, 2009 


Below, left to right’ Barry Ryle (WA.) with the Best Pre-War Car trophy for his 1938 Wraith (WXA68); Federal President Fred Haughtey presenting the Silver Shadow 
Trophy to Neil McLean, in full Clan regalia, on behalf of fellow WA. Branch member John Burns for his 1971 Silver Shadow (SRH1! 1408); George & Fiona 


Forbes (Vic) receiving the Overall Winner's trophy for their 1912 Silver Ghost (2009). Photos this page by Chris Gillings. 
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195] Silver Wraith James Young touring limousine (WME! 8) owned by Matt & Shirley Smith (WA). The magnificent Lucas R100 
headlamps are a pre-war feature re-introduced after the War for the Silver Wraith and Phantom IV. Photo by Chris Gillings. 


Bob Nicholson (U.S.A) sharing with the Early Post- 
War models Technical Session the expertise born 
only of extensive experience. Looking on is Tony 
Last (Tas.). 


Above: Heather Goldsmith & Rob Gunnell (N.S.W.) seen here in the main street of York in their 1948 Silver 
Wraith (WAB37), The very roomy and comfortable 7-passenger limousine coachwork is by Park Ward. 
Below: 1949 Silver Wraith (WGC24) owned by Don Craggs (N.T). The touring limousine coachwork is 
unmistakably by Hooper, and is their popular ‘Teviot’ design. 

wr 2-2. Sas = Le Z > 
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Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn & Bentley Mk VI/R-type 
Registrar Lloyd Missen (N.S.W.) addressing the 
Early Post-War Technical Session. 
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Many tater Silver Wraiths used the built-in headlamps of the Silver Dawn and, from the ‘E’ series long wheelbase cars, 
those of the Silver Cloud. This 1958 long wheelbase Silver Wraith (HLW48), owned by David Bick (Vic), is the fifth-last 
by chassis number. Spending most of its life in the service of the Commonwealth, it was used by royal and vice-regal 
personages, hence the ‘police light’ over the windscreen with a bracket for the Royal Standard behind it. There are also 
sockets for flag-masts atop the side-lamps and behind the mascot, which is the ‘standing’ type as on the Silver Cloud. 
The luxurious 7-passenger limousine coachwork is by Hj. Mulliner. 


Below left: 1952 Silver Dawn (SFC! 38) owned by Lloyd 
& Shirley Missen (N.S.W), driven all the way from 
Sydney on one of the two Overlanders and seen here in 
its Overlander guise. Photo by Chris Gillings. 

Below right: representing the ‘long boot’ Silver Dawn is 
this 1954 model (SOG36) owned by David & Diana 
Jones (Vic.). It is in superb condition, winning the Class 6 
and Best Post-War Car trophies. 


Jeff Pridde (Qid.) providing the Early Post-war 
Technical Session participants with the benefit of 
his knowledge. 
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Above: Larry & Daisy Lim (N.S.W)) brought their 1953 
Bentley Continental R-type (BC25B), The slim door 
Fe capping shows the typical H,. Mulliner veneer with 
striped ‘Zebrano’ crossbanding. This example has the 
heavier front seats with reclining squabs, which is the 
purpose of the chrome handle, rather than the 
characteristic Continental lightweight seats. 


Left’ Peter Briggs (WA.) brought his 1954 Bentley 
R-type shooting brake (B21 YA). This conversion of a 
standard steel saloon was carried out a couple of 
decades ago by George Williams of Sydney. 


Below: 1951 Bentley Mk VI James Young saloon 
(BI4L)) owned by Matt & Shirley Smith (WA.). Winner 
of Class 7 and the Post-War Coachbuilt Trophy. 
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The winner of the Bentley Trophy was 1957 Bentley S| (B464EG) owned by Jim & Hilda Keogh (WA\). Originally a 
standard saloon, it was converted by Roger Fry to a stylish drophead coupé, much as HJ. Mulliner & Co. did in the late 
{950s and early 1960s. Photo by Chris Gillings. 
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Ed Hauser (Vic.) recently changed his lovely Bentley 3'/2 Litre for this 1964 $3 (B28HN). Ed & Patricia both drive 
it. In fact, they drove it from Melbourne to the Rally. The striking colour is its original Dawn Blue. 


1964 Bentley $3 (B160G)) kindly loaned to your Editor for the duration of the Rally by WA. Branch members Neil & Bev Mclean 
and seen here outside the York Motor Museum, the venue for the Rally welcoming cocktail party. 


YORK MOTOR MUSEUM. 
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Federal Secretary Judith Merlin, with husband Peter and two friends, drove her 1973 Silver 
Shadow long wheelbase saloon (LRH 16685) all the way frorn Sydney, as did her predecessor 
Kim Stapleton in his 1976 Silver Shadow (SRH26587). Photos by Chris Gillings. 


David Gore (N.S.W) addressing the group on 
preventative maintenance at the Silver Shadow, 
Bentley T & Derivatives Technical Session. 


Z 


Silver Shadow, Bentley T & Derivatives Registrar Club Webmnaster Chris Gillings demonstrating the Club website and using the Intemet to source and order 
john Begg at the excellent Technical Session. spare parts. 


Camargues are quite thin on the ground, yet it is surprising how often we see one or more at our Federal Frits Verbunt (WA.) sharing his knowledge at the 
Rallies. This 1978 example (JRH3 | 364) is owned by Andrew Stewart (WA.) Technical Session. 


a 
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The Silver Spirit and derivative models are gaining in popularity among the membership, in part at least due to the emergence of an enthus- 
iastic Register within the Club, This 1985 Silver Spirit (ASF!3302) is owned by Stewart Begg (N.S.W). Its livery of dark blue with red interior 
iS a most attractive one. 


1AZF-999) The Company's man in our region, Dereck 

. Davies, based in Singapore. Dereck was kind 

enough to address the Federal Dinner on 

Amage 06350 (see below) deans the purposeful yet handsome frontal view. The Crewe Genuine Parts and the reassuring 
‘honeycomb’ grille is a ‘retro’ feature harking back to the glory days of the late 1920s. plans of Bentley Motors Ltd to maintain 


spare parts supplies for past Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley models. 


200! Bentley Arnage Red Label (SCBLC31E81CHO6350) owned by Greg Arnold of Western Australian Bentley retailer Chellingworth 
Motors, Perth. Note the pleasing sty! ing with unmaistanablera cues fn om ve Companys past Rolls: Royce and Bentley models. 


ee 
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This brand new 2003 Bentley Amage RT was exhibited at the Concours by WA. Bentley retailer Chellingworth Motors. This model 
was designed prior to the 1998 sale of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd to Volkswagen and well before the renaming of the Company 
to become Bentley Motors Ltd. Who could deny, then, that it represents the continuing authentic Rolls-Royce motor car engineering 


tradition? Sadly, it might also be the last truly British car of either marque. 


The Bentley Amage is powered by the venerable Rolls-Royce V-8 engine, though 
visually it is scarcely recognisable. This might well be the last model ever to rejoice 
in that superb engine, first introduced in 1959 for the Silver Cloud I, Phantom V 
and Bentley $2 and still built at Crewe today. The twin-turbocharged version in 
this Arnage provides astonishing performance while matching handling attributes 
are provided by the superlative ‘chassis’ features and improved body stiffening. 


Although Bentley cars continue to come from the Company that used to be called Rolls-Royce Motor Cars 
Ltd, from January Ist this year the rights to the Rolls-Royce name for automotive purposes passed from 
that Company to BMW, who created a new subsidiary to which they have given the old name and built a 
new factory near Goodwood, Sussex. The small workforce there assernbles components sourced mainly 
from elsewhere in the BMW Group, induding a BMW-built aluminium ‘space-frame’ body and a larger 
version of the BMW V-12 engine, to produce the ‘Phantom’. If all of that is controversial, opinion is also 
sharply divided on the car's styling, The car below, seen at the Concours in York, is the first pre-production 
exon e Lice ) and is owned by CI we members Sronams g Barbara Mead (L U.K). Photo by Bryan Inder. 


Above: Concours Judge Gil Ralph (Vic.) judging’ the 
first BMW Rolls-Royce. Quality was never in doubt, 
BMW being already widely regarded as the maker 
of some the world’s best cars. Nobody expected 
fess from the ‘Phantom’. Below: the wheels are 
huge — 22 inch it is believed — with ‘run-flat' 
tyres to get you home at reduced speed in the 
event of a puncture. 


3-03 


4109 


the REGISTERS 


Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn & Bentley Mk VI/R-type 


DAWN PATROL 
Social Week-End (Mini-Overlander) 
OCTOBER 3rd, 4th and 5th 
Note: Not October 25/26 in the 
Southern Alps as previously advised 


The Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn & 
Bentley Mk VI/R-type Register invites all 
Club members to join them at Tumut, mid- 
way between Sydney and Melbourne, 
specifically chosen to encourage mem- 
bers from south-eastern States to partic- 
ipate in two full days of socialising and 
touring in the lovely Tumut Valley. 

Further, accommodation has also 
been secured at points to and from 
Tumut for those members who wish to 
extend the time together, and also to en- 
courage members further afield, to join 
this Mini-Overlander. 

Club members are required to make their 
own booking, and to confirm motel add- 
resses. 

Some rooms have been reserved at 
special rates at each motel in the Club’s 
name. 


As this period is in school holidays and 
October 6th is a Public Holiday in New 


South Wales, early booking is encouraged, if 


not essential. Rooms can only be held for a 
limited period. 
October 
Thursday 2nd: 
Goulburn, Trappers Motel 
02-4822-5445 
Friday 3rd to Sunday 5th inclusive: 
Tumut 
Tumut Motor Inn 
02-6947-4523 
Monday 6th and Tuesday 7th: 
Merimbula, Black Dolphin Resort 
Motel 
02-6495-1500 
Wednesday 8th: 
Mollymook, Mollymook Shores (on 
the beach) 
02-4455-5888 


Please advise if attending: Lloyd Missen 
Telephone/FAX: 02-9958-2831 or Jack 
Godfrey 02-9997-6780, 0412-55-3907 


Silver Shadow, Bentley T and Derivatives 


My term as Shadow Registrar finishes 
at the end of June and | would like to 
thank the following people: 

Martin Bennett — for his patience and 
guidance in walking me through the pub- 
lishing process to meet deadlines — | 
could never be an editor. 

Bill Coburn — for his technical contribu- 
tions and sharing his enthusiasm for the 
marques. 

David Gore — for his technical assist- 
ance and picking up the SHD concept and 
expanding it to inciude all cars and the 
N.S.W. country regions. | hope other 
Branches will copy. David | won’t miss 
those long late night calls! 

Fred Haughtey — for the direction and 
guidance in setting up the Register. 

John Hiscox — for sorting out all matters 
administrative. 

N.S.W. Branch Presidents Tony Ward, 
Jeanne Eve and their N.S.W. Branch 
Committee for their unquestioning 
support. 

Brian McMillan, of Bentley Sydney — for 
his generous support of the Technical 


Day at the 2002 Federal Rally. 

And finally to the many Club members 
whose encouragement and support has 
made my task enjoyable and rewarding. 

The new Registrar is Nick Lang of the 
Victoria Branch, and | am confident the 
Register is in good hands and | wish him 
well. 


Cost of running a Silver Shadow II 

| have had a number of members chal- 
lenge my statement: “My Shadow costs 
less to run as a daily driver than a Calais 
or LTD”. 

Therefore, using the parameters of 
running 15,000 km. per annum and having 
all repairs and maintenance done prof- 
essionally, the NRMA figures for a 
Holden Calais/Ford LTD running costs 
are $0.9849 per kilometre compared 
with my actuals being $0.866 per kilo- 
metre, or $1,783.50 cheaper per annum. 

Whilst the NRMA figures include de- 
preciation, a good Silver Shadow Il will 
maintain its price with the continued 
maintenance of the body and interior. 


How to do it 


Dashpots and pistons 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars have en- 
joyed the use of SU carburetters almost 
exclusively since the second world war, 
exceptions being downdraft instruments 
in the Silver Wraith and Silver Dawn and 
later Solex units on some of the Silver 
Shadow derivatives for certain countries. 
The SU carburetter seemed to be the 
favourite of the English car industry and 
must rank as the most simple device for 
getting the right amount of fuel into the 
engine without resorting to fuel injection. 
SU incidentally stands for ‘Skinner Union’ 
the original manufacturers of the instru- 
ment. The first version employed a 
leather diaphragm manufactured by SU 
being prominent skin merchants. (Insert 
that in your trivia book! 

Carburetters are devices for mixing 
fuel and air. The usual method is to have 
the fuel escape through a measured ori- 
fice in the middle of an air stream, the 
latter feeding the engine. The faster the 
engine, the more air is sucked in and the 
more fuel is sprayed. This sounds very 
simple but there are a great many vari- 
ables that complicate the task. Over the 
last 100 years designers have resorted to 
the most ingenious devices to feed fuel to 
an engine to produce the greatest effi- 
ciency and of late to produce the least 
pollution. The final answer has been fuel 
injection and engine management sys- 
tems, made possible through the use of 
computers. 

All that said, the SU carburetter with 
care and common sense can be main- 
tained in optimum condition with very 
little effort or skill. 

Basically the main moving part of the 
instrument is the piston (item I in the di- 
agram, next page) which slides up and 
down the suction chamber (4). There is 
a damper (3) which fits inside the piston, 
which if filled with oil stops the piston 
bounding up and down _ unchecked. 

With general running all these bits get 
crudded up with soot, the piston can 
stick and engine performance goes out 
the window. 


Straight forward tasks and pitfalls 
When working on any carburetter do 
not mix parts of one with another. 
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Where practical work on one instrument 
at a time. 

Cleanliness is obvious but don’t be 
paranoid. Find a clean area to work, use 
lint free cloths, be aware of wind (from 
the weather not you) and recognize your 
ability to knock all the bits on the ground. 
Consider using an old tea tray which 


tends to overcome the loss of bits 


problem. 

Use pressure-pack carburetter clean- 
er. There are various brands — it is 
invincible. 


Don’t drop the suction chamber (item 
4) as it is a precisely machined thing that 
doesn’t take kindly to such treatment. 

Regularly check the oil reservoirs in 


Periodically inscrew the damper from the dashpot 
and check the oil level in the reservoir. 


7; 


the top of the dashpots to make sure 
they are full. 

Regularly clean the suction chambers 
to make sure the pistons slide easily in 
them. 


Checking the Dampers 

The nicely shaped bits on the tops of 
the carburetters (item 3) are for gripping 
not spannering. Early cars had hexagon 
shaped brass tops and some operatives 
tightened them down to contain nuclear 
explosions. Periodically unscrew these, 
draw them out and then put them back 
carefully. If the last '” or so of travel 
involves a resistance there is probably 
enough oil there. If there is no resistance 


Four cheese-head screws hold the suction chamber 
to the carburetter body. 


PRA-CLARVM 


withdraw the plunger and squirt in 
enough engine oil to fill the container the 
plunger runs in. Replace the damper. 
Repeat for the other carburetter. 


Cleaning the suction chamber and piston 
Remove the damper. Using a suitable 
size screwdriver remove the screws 
securing the suction chamber to the 
carburetter body. Hold the body down as 
the last screw is released since the inter- 
nal spring (item 2) may hoist the chamber 
up startling you. Carefully lift the cham- 
ber off the carburetter body. Clean the 
thing carefully inside with a soft cloth and 
plenty of carburetter cleaner and if you 
are keen polish the outside with ‘Brasso’ 
(assuming it is not painted). Note that the 
chamber only goes back on one way. 

Lift the piston straight up out of the 
carburetter (avoiding bending the needle 
item 41) and clean those bits. (Note do 
not remove the needle from the piston). 
Then clean inside the carburetter body. 
You will note quite a bit of soot in the 
main venturi (the hole where the air goes 
through and the opening in the body in 
which the piston slides. Note that the 
piston will only go in one way. 

Reassemble in the reverse order, refill 

the dashpots with oil and start the 
engine. 
Note: purists like to have aluminium 
washers under the holding down screws. 
These are available from the SU agents, 
Midel in Sydney. 


Adjusting the idling 

If you are in the starters’ class and you 
completed the above, you have done 
well. Providing the idle was O.K. before 
you started it should be O.K. when you 
finish. But if you feel the engine could idle 
a bit more smoothly you should be aware 
of the following: 
* As the Silver Shadow progressed 


When all screws are released, the internal spring 
may hoist the chamber up. 
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through the years emission controls 
became tougher and fewer adjustments 
were available to alter. 

* Twin carburetters must have synchro- 
nized throttles; that is the butterfly valves 
in the main air intakes must open exactly 
the same amount with each throttle 
linkage. 

* Idle speeds and mixtures need to be set 
with the maximum load on the engine. 
This means the air conditioning comp- 
ressor running and the car in gear, other- 
wise when they are applied the engine 
will stall each time you stop the car. 

* Adjustments must be made with the 
engine fully warmed up and the choke 
butterfly fully open. 

* Ensure that you have a clean air intake 
filter before you start adjusting. 

* Ensure that the main air intake ducting 
is not split or punctured. It will draw air 
and worse, dirt into the system and 
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The piston (item !) gripped by the damper oil 
reservoir, showing the brass needle on the bottom. 


destroy the engine. 
¢ Make sure the linkages are well lub- 
ricated. 
* Make sure the primary filter under the 
rear floor is clean as well as the filters on 
the carburetters. 

Best we leave these little jobs to the 


next issue. 
Bill Coburn 


Silver Spirit, Bentley Mulsanne and Derivatives 


Register Meet, N.S.W. 


The annual SMART Register Meet for 
2003 will be held in Griffith, New South 
Wales from Friday August 29th to Sunday 
August 3Ist. Griffith is only about 450 
km. from Melbourne, about 580 km. 
from Sydney, and about 360 km. from 
Canberra. 


As in previous years, this will offer a 
value-packed. interesting weekend for 
the specific enjoyment of owners of cars 
of these models. The basic cost, including 
accommodation, events and all meals is 
$225 per person on a twin share basis. 

Full details and booking form are sent 
to all members in Australia on the 
SMART Register mailing list. 


The suction chamber (item 4 in the diagram 
opposite) held upside-down. 


John Begg, Registrar 
shadow@register.rroc.org.au 
Telephone/FAX 02-9580- | 666 


If you would like us to check that you 
are on our mailing list, or would like to 
attend (even if you are interested in 
these models but don’t own a car of 
these model types) please contact Robin 
Hickman on: 


Telephone: 03-9872-3233 
Fax: 03-9872-61 6] 
Email: mail@rrocavictoria.org.au 


Interest and style 


As you are retiring from the 
Editorship of PRAECLARUM | would like 
to add my voice to those of the members 
who have valued all your efforts. 

The magazine has brought consider- 
able interest and style, and must have 
taken huge effort. 

Many thanks! 

Leo Hawkins, 
Victoria Branch 


Newcomer in the ranks 


| was surprised to read that the 
Federal Council voted to allow the new 
BMW produced Phantom into the 
R.R.O.C, register. | think with such a con- 
troversial situation that the Club mem- 
bers should have had the opportunity to 
vote on this issue. 

Considering the fact that the Rolls- 


Royce product is a British icon admired 
by the rest of the world, | think we need 
to be honest about this new car and look 
at the facts as follows: 

|. This is the first Rolls-Royce not 
designed by Rolls-Royce engineers. 

2. This is the first Rolls-Royce not 
designed and built by the original, British- 
owned Company. 

3. This is the first Rolls-Royce to have 
completely imported chassis/platform 
and running gear, as well as its body. 

4. The BMW engine in this car has no 
relationship whatever with engines de- 
signed and made by Rolls-Royce. 

5. This is the first Rolls-Royce to have 
virtually everything sourced from outside 
Britain — all pressings, castings, weldings 
etc. come from outside Britain; even the 
leather is made in Germany. 

6. This is the first Rolls-Royce which 


would be economically impossible to 
restore or recondition, owing to the 
aluminium construction of its space- 
frame base unit, the linerless construc- 
tion of its BMW engine and extensive use 
of plastics. 

The car in my opinion is dramatically 
un-Rolls-Royce and thus should not be 
confused with previous Rolls-Royce cars 
in our Club register. | am sure that 
excluding this BMW Phantom from our 
register would not compromise the 
membership of the Club in any way as 
genuine enthusiasts who own one would 
want a real Rolls-Royce in their stables as 
well. 

| think that the vote on this vital issue 
should have been by all members and not 
just at a committee level. 

Robert Harrison, 
New South Wales Branch 
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DVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1924 Silver Ghost (67AU) Martin & King sports 
saloon onginal to this Australian delivered chassis. 
A regular on Club runs and very reliable with ex- 
cellent documented history. An opportunity to be- 
come the custodian of an original bodied Silver 
Ghost. $190,000, offers considered, Mark Babidge 
08-9364-286 | 


1938 25/30 (GZR4) H,J. Mulliner sedanca de ville, 
Sound and complete. Last registered 1985, in stor- 
age since. All aspects in perfect condition. Sedanca 
roof is metal sliding type. $58,000. Mal Richardson 
0419-79-9297 malcolm@globalhire.com.au 


195] Bentley Mk VI (B228L]) Two-tone metallic 
grey with deep red leather. Paintwork new and 
interior trim perfect with new leather. New 
radial-ply tyres. Good mechanicals, low mileage. 
All tools complete. Handbook. Very attractive 
proper motor car, $45,000 negotiable. Boyd 
Rasmussen 07-4151 -4067 


1951 Bentley Mk VI (B216MD) Two-tone brown 
over sand. 4.5 litre ‘big bore’ model. Faultless beige 
interior trim. 20,000 miles since complete engine 
rebuild, Suspension rebuilt four years ago. New 
Michelin radial-ply tyres. Handbook and Workshop 
Manual. Full documentation. $35,000 neg. Alan 
Larwill 03-9645-6603 


Cars For Sale 


1951 Bentley Mk VI (BI62MD) deep English Moss 
Green. 4'/2 litre model. Restoration completed 
1994, Original HMV radio in working order, tools, 
yre pump, boot blind, boot lid retaining straps, 
Thai silk rear window blind, sunrrof. Australian de- 
livered with all export modifications including ex- 
port bumpers, oil bath air cleaner, export 
suspension, Yale locks for bonnet and fuel cap 
cover and York Motors chassis and firewal 
strengthening pre-delivery mods as devised by the 
ate Bert Ward. Excellent condition. Class winner, 
2000 Federal Concours, 1994 Queensland Branch 
Concours and many other awards back to 1967. 
Current Queensland registration. Current owner 
36 years. $55,000. Peter Barrow 07-3366-5069 
pandmbarrow@yahoo.com 


we d + as “pe r ae 
1954 Silver Dawn (SRH42) long boot saloon. 
Tudor Grey over Shell Grey. Completely original 
and showing 38,000 miles, believed genuine. Twin 
exhaust series. Good mechanical condition, good 
original interior. Would be enhanced by a repaint. 
$58,000 neg. Brian Matthews 03-6326-|873 


1956 Silver Cloud | (SWAI02) Hooper saloon. 
Sable and Sand with salmon-fawn moquette up- 
holstery. Very rare special aluminium coachwork. 
Originally delivered to Mrs Bushell of tea fame. Air 
conditioning, radio, handbook, tools. Electric 
windows to front doors. ‘Best Restoration, N.S.W. 
Concours 1983. Estate of the late Bill Martin. 
$75,000 or offer. Max Houston 02-4373-1052 or 
0407-66-9459 


Cars For Sale 


1956 Bentley SI (BI51CM) Shell Grey over Black 
Pearl, grey interior. Refurbished woodwork. Power 
steering, complete tool-kit, original handbook, 
Class winner at 1992 and 1993 Federal Rallies, 
Bentley Trophy winner at 1994 Federal Rally, 
numerous Queensland Branch Concours awards. 
Now used mostly for fast touring, a task in which 
it excels. 92,000-odd miles. Present owner |4 
years, $47,500. Jeffrey Priddle 07-3378-6009 
FAX: 07-3378-7815  jeffpriddle@bigpond.com 


1958 Silver Cloud | (SHF63) ‘Classicar’ six-light 
saloon. Tudor Rose over Regal Red. Coachbuilt 
styled interior with individual bucket seats in 
Chamois leather with Asprey's ladies’ fitted cos- 
metic cabinet. Rear centre console with beverage 
bar and television. Individual reading lights and rear 
privacy blind, individually styled fascia and leather 
knee-roll complete the unique interior, Exterior 
features re-styled front lights, re-styled_ tail-light 
area and individual wheel trims. Other subtle cre- 
ative body changes including extra windows in the 
rear passenger area make this a highly individual 
and unique car. Interior, paintwork and chassis in 
above showroom condition. Mechanically excel- 
lent. Original handbook, all tools and known 
history. $69,500, Michael Kazacos 07-5538-6406 


1960 Bentley $2 (B25CT) Shell Grey over Black 
Pearl, red interior. A well known and much 
admired Club car for over 35 years. Three owners. 
Consistent Class Winner at R.R.O.C, Concours. 
Separate front seats (as in $3) and under-wing air 
conditioning. Discreet modern sound system. 
Extensive history. Maintained regardless of cost 
throughout its life. All correct tools and fittings. 
Beautiful patina. A fast, quiet touring car in out- 
standing condition. Unquestionably the best $2 in 
this country. $55,000. Denis Deasey 01 49-37-4688 
ddeasey@ozemail.com.au 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1963 Bentley Continental $3 (BC26XB) Park Ward 
coupé. Dawn Blue with beige hide upholstery. 
Number 26 of 108 fitted with this coachwork, 8 in 
Australia. Fitted with period air conditioning, fact- 
ory headrests, electric windows and lambswoo! 
rugs/covers, Receipts in excess of $70,000 for full 
bodywork restoration and regular Vawser Motors 
mechanical maintenance. One of the best of its 
model. Present owner 6 years. See front cover and 
article PRAECLARUM 2-02 and article Bentley 
Continentals Down Under in PRAECLARUM 


6-98. $120,000. Keith Wherry 02-9356-2199 or 
0408-28-2802 


1963 Bentley S3 (B134DF) Georgian Silver over 
Regent Grey with superb dove grey interior. 
Beautifully restored and maintained to a high 
standard. Electric windows, air conditioning, etc. 
Mechanical inspections welcome. 2 owners in 28 
years. $64,000 neg. Greg Lewis 08-929 |-0422 (h) 
or 041 7-91-6066 


1969 Silver Shadow (SRH4453) Silver (repainted) 
with new grey (Howe) leather and grey carpets. 
Owned by Club Foundation Member Tony 
Purchase since 1981. Extensively refurbished in 
past ten years, No registration. $30,000 or offers 
considered. S. Purchase (Tasmania) 03-6267-4217 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements must 
be factual and accurate. Persons misrepresenting 
cars, parts or services will be denied further use of 
this space. Ads for cars for sale must include chassis 
number and asking price. Ads may be edited to 
optimise use of available space and to conform to 
a standard format, and may be rejected at the 
discretion of the Editor without discussion. 


Cars For Sale 


1981 Silver Spirit (ASBO3248) Silver Sand with un- 
marked cream leather interior. Australian delivery. 
All books including orginal warranties, full tool-kit, 
English overlays front and rear, CD player, Original 
and perfect (not reconditioned). 163,000 km. The 
small electric ‘Corniche’ was built in England in 
1984 and has been reconditioned in Silver Sand 
with cream seats. All lights operate. Drum brakes. 
Both cars immaculate. Nothing to spend. $75,000 
o.n.0. for the two. Ray Roche 02-4353-1908 


Cars Wanted 


Wanted: Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars, pre- 
and post-war, any model up to and including Silver 
Clouds and S Series, any condition considered. 
Please contact Ray or lan at The Real Car Co., 
telephone (U.K) +44-1248-602649 or Email: 
mail@realcar.co.uk 


Parts For Exchange 


5 x 20 inch split rims in good condition for 5 x 23 
inch well-base or spiit rims. My rims are attached 
to Dunlop hubs and | will exchange the mms 
spoked to the hubs for 23 inch wheels spoked to 
the hubs, in similar condition. Same for the tyres. 
Barrie Gillings 02-9 144-3787, FAX 02-9440-9 159 
Email: barrie@gillings.com 


Literature For Sale 


PRAECLARUM back issues available from the 
Sir Henry Royce Foundation Australia. If you 
require a particular issue to complete your 
collection please let us know and we will see if it is 
available. $5.00 per copy. Please contact David 
Vann 07-3865-3287 or FAX 07-3865-4822 


Rare Owners’ Handbooks: 1993 Bentley Conti- 
nental R and !997 Continental T, both with slip- 
case, bound in dark green leather with gold 
blocking. Superb. $225 each inc. postage & packing. 
These stunning coupés were among the last true 
Rolls-Royce products, recently discontinued. 
Martin Bennett 02-4829-7140 (‘Phone & FAX) 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good black & white or colour 


prints showing the lines of the car are suitable. 
*Front-on' shots cannot be used. For photo return, 
please include stamped addressed envelope. 
DEALERS; Parties dealing in motor cars must, 
where required by law, quote their dealer's licence 
number and comply with all other statutory 
requirements relating to their advertising. 


Literature For Sale 


The Classic Rolls-Royce, Georgano; handbooks 
(original) for Bentley 4'/4 Litre (B54JO) and 4'/ 
Litre; Parts Index, New Phantom; Workshop 
Manuals, Mk VI/R-type, S Series (inc. $3 supple- 
ment); The Motor, The Autocar, 1949-54 including 
Motor Show editions; other early motoring mag- 
azines and brochures. Geoffrey May 03-9593-1 |77 
or 0418-596-298 or FAX 03-9592-0400 Email: 
silverwings@ozemail.com.au 


Travel & Accommodation 


Planning a New Zealand holiday? Woodland Park 
Lodge can provide luxury accommodation in a 
park-like rural retreat, with 80 classic cars to be 
enjoyed (member of N.Z.RR. & B.C). View us at 
www.WoodlandPark.co.nz Fax: +64-7863-8596 
Email: k.b.hogg@woodlandpark.co.nz 


Services 


Engineering Solutions specialists in engineering 
restorations. One-off or multiple parts made to 
your specifications or sample, existing parts re- 
paired or modified. we specialise in: 

* complete engine/transmission reconditioning 

* splines and gearcutting 

* pattern-making and casting 

* nameplate etching 

* cast iron welding 

* fuel tank manufacturing 
John Handley Restorations 
‘Phone/FAX 07-4159-9 143 


of Bundaberg. 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, height 
control valves, and minimum pressure valves for 
Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T Series, Corniche etc. 
and Silver Spirit/Spur, Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor 
cars. We have specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics 
in the U.K. since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are guaran- 
teed for two years, unlimited milage. For example: 
Silver Shadow/Bentley T Series/Corniche/Camargue 
accumulator reconditioning, $295. 
Pleiades Automotive Hydraulics 
PO. Box 40, Gayndah, Qld. 
‘Phone/FAX 07-41 61-2512 


(Australia) 
4625. 


COST: Ads are free to non-trade members. Non- 
members are charged $16.50 (inc. GST) for a non- 
commercial ad. of reasonable length. Trade ads at 
commercial rates. Photographs included free of 
charge to non-trade members, $16.50 (inc. GST) 
for others. Where applicable, cheques made 
payable to RRO. of Australia must accompany 
advertising copy. Send ads to the Editor at: 


‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, Yarra, via Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. ’Phone/FAX: 02-4829-7140. Email: editor@rroc.org.au 
Deadlines: 2|st of January, March, May, July, September, November. 
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Bentleys 
and Rolls 


ACHIEVE PERFECTION! Wa * 


Choose Lmarr custom wheel discs and spare tire canisters for that “classic look.” 


Add an air of distinction and refinement to your classic and we can custom produce discs for almost any car. 
car with Lmarr precision reproduction wheel discs, and 


; ; : We fit wheel sizes 16” to 23”. Spare tire canisters are 
side and rear mounted spare tire canisters. 


available for Bentley - 18” and Rolls Royce - 18” & 19”. 
The convenience of our discs cannot be underestimated: 


¢ eliminates the lengthy cleaning process LMARR DISK LTD. 


¢ helps protect the chassis and brake mechanism Bantay O/T GEn CiennE Tes abies 
¢ comes with everything needed for installation Tel. (707) 938-9347, Fax: (707) 938-3020 
Stock discs are available for over sixty makes and models, _—- E-Mail: Imarr@attglobal.net; Website: www.imarr.com 
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VEHICLE INSURANCE 
ba affects 


| When it comes to Insurance, 
NYY we’ll take as much care of 


| 
PRAKe hee & LYRES your Rolls-Royce or Bentley 


SS ... as you do! 


Preventative, essential * Agreed Value 


: ¢ Competitive Premiums 
repairs & parts contact ¢ Retention of Wreck 


e Repairer of Your Choice 
Dedicated specialist 


TOM JOHNSTON MOTORS 


Pty Ltd Coverage Throughout Australia 


13 Stirling St. Thebarton S.A. 5031 am t8OO G46 GOS a 
Tel. 08 8234 5600, Fax 08 8234 5607 388 George Street Sydney 2000 


Includes NRMA Plus benefits with every policy. 
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Protecting your Investment in Rolls-Royce and Bentley. 


| 
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wb 1) (1) TéMnical Expertise Siewroom fales 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners deserve and expect only the highest level of professionalism and 
expertise to be involved with the repair, maintenance and presentation of these famous motor cars. 


At Paradise Garage, we give our customers as much attention as their cars. We listen, when we 
deliver the car to our customer we explain what was wrong and how we fixed the problem. 
We have the credentials and the commitment to support owners and their cars. 


“The owners know us, they know they can rely on us.” 


Call Warrick or Paul to discuss routine maintenance, major overhaul, buying or selling, 
or advice on any aspect of Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 


Messrs Appleby and Booth at Paradise Garage 
Heaven for Cars - Salvation for Car Owners 
25 Dunning Avenue, Rosebery, NSW, 2018 
Tel: 02 9313 7866 Fax: 02 9663 2105 www.paradisegarage.com.au DL: 13746 


The Record speaks for itself: 


1914 Silver Ghost, restored/rebodied V.M.G. 1992 
Overall Winner, Federal Rally 1998 

1939 Bentley 4'/4 Litre, restored V.M.G. 1991 
Overall Winner, Federal Rally 1999 

1936 Bentley 4'/4 Litre, restored V.M.G. 2000 
Best Restoration, Federal Rally 2000 

Best Bentley, Federal Rally 2000 

Overall Winner, Best Restoration and Age & 
Authenticity, N.S.W. Branch Concours 2000 
Best Derby Bentley and Masters Class winner, 
Federal Rally 2001 


The ultimate end of restoration project should be the Judges’ approval and the 
beginning of many years of reliable and enjoyable motoring 


For Show-ers and Go-ers, only at the Ultimate Repair Shop 


MAX HOUSTON’S 
Telephone: 02 4373 1277 


Vintage $tlotor ®arage Facsimile: 02 4373 1020 


and Visit our website 


BODY WORKS vintagemotorgarage.com 
Central Mangrove, N.S.W. 


Federal Council Meeting 
York, April 3rd, 2003 


ne 


Clockwise around the table, starting furthest from the camera at the head of the table: Fred Haughtey (Federal President), Judith Merlin (Federal Secretary), Mick 
Rust (WA), Matt Smith (WA), Robin Hickman (Vic), Eric Henderson (Vic), Alastair Kinloch (A.C.T), Martin Bennett (A.C.T), David Vann (Federal Registrar), Ray 
Zeffert (SA.), Jeanne Eve (NSW), Tony Lee (Qld), David Sheppard (Qid.), Bryan Inder (Federal Treasurer). Absent from the photograph: John Hiscox (N.S.W). 
Photograph by Club Webmaster Chris Gillings. 


INSURANEE— 
FOR SPECIAL 


VEHICLES 


Shannons Insurance has been insuring veteran, vintage and classic vehicle enthusiasts since 1970 and has developed a 
great insurance package at a very competitive price 

No blame = No excess 

Laid up cover for vehicles being restored or repaired 
Free windscreen — one per year without excess 


lM in the event of total loss you will have automatic re- Personal belongings and tools up to the value of $400 
tention of the wreck, depending on the policy — subject to excess 


HBHHRBRBBBRBBEHBEHBEHR HEHE BEBE BER HE RE RE ERR RP eRe eB eee ee ee 
FOR A SPECIAL QUOTE CALL 1300 139 006 www-.shannons.com.au 


UNION OFFSET CO. PTY LTD Print Post Approved PP229219 100048 
20 PIRIE STREET, FYSHWICK, ACT 2609 (02) 6280 6733 Lodgement Office: Canberra Mail Centre, Fyshwick, 2609 


lH Agreed value. if the car is a total loss you will receive 
the full sum it is insured for 


& 
a 
MH You have the option to choose your own repairer | 
al 


